Winter Newsletter 2021

2020 Year in Review
Just as everyone was getting back to some form of normalcy following the 2019
Memorial Day tornado, the COVID-19 pandemic struck in mid-March 2020. Mayor Letner
declared an emergency for the City on March 24, 2020 in response to the order by the
Ohio Department of Health. Many businesses, restaurants, and schools closed their
doors to minimize the spread of this unprecedented pandemic. City facilities were closed
to the public. Beginning in late March, City employees were required to have their temperatures taken and logged daily. Workspaces were distanced and cleaned regularly.
City staff remained on duty to field phone calls and emails from the public. Any unnecessary travel, training conferences and nonessential meetings were cancelled. The Fire and
Police Departments continued to respond to emergency calls. The Service Department
continued their work duties at the Wastewater Treatment Plant, Parks, Streets, Storm
and Water as needed. All employees were advised to always wear masks while at work.

City office remodel

During April and May, City staff continued to work and meet with the public on a limited
basis by appointment only. The city parks, playgrounds, basketball, and tennis courts
were closed to the public. Filing of local income tax returns was extended to July 15, 2020.
City Council, Planning Commission, and Park Board began meeting virtually.
During June, the Municipal Offices began to open to the public in various capacities. City
parks and playgrounds opened to the public. We began renting our buildings in Golden
Gate Park. The City received its first round of Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic
Security (CARES) funds. These funds were used to renovate the Administrative Front
Office so we could safely open our doors to the public, which we did in November. This
project also allowed us to install a new payment drop box on the north side of the City
Building, where payments are received inside our office. These funds allowed us to
purchase Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) for our employees and disinfectant to
combat this virus.
New payment drop box on

In September and in October, we received additional CARES funds that allowed us to
the north side of the City
disinfect our buildings, install hands-free faucets, drinking fountains, soap and towel
Building.
dispensers in our restrooms, our annual fee to hold virtual meetings, assisted our payroll
costs in various departments, additional PPE and disinfectant, Automated External Defibrillators (AED’s) for various city
vehicles and buildings, mobile data terminals for police cruisers, portable UV sanitation devices, and a camera system for
our meeting rooms at the Fire Station and City Building.
In November, a new Order was issued that limits and or prohibits mass gatherings in the State of Ohio. Rentals for any
groups that use the buildings at Golden Gate Park where they will not be seated at all times were cancelled until the Order
is lifted.
During 2020, the City experienced a sharp decline in revenue because of the COVID-19 pandemic. Income tax receipts
decreased from prior years; motor vehicle tax declined as the renewal of license plates were postponed and building
rentals at Golden Gate Park were down considerably due to the closures of our parks for a period of time. We also saw a
decline in revenue from our motel tax. With the decline of revenue in 2020 and the unpredictability of the COVID-19
pandemic, City staff will be keeping a close watch on our revenues and expenditures during 2021.

Local Income Tax Information
Brookville has a local income tax of 2% applicable to all residents of the city, to non-residents working within the city
and to all businesses located or performing services within the City of Brookville. Every resident 18 years and older
and businesses located or performing services within the city are required to file an annual return whether or not any
income was earned or any tax is due.
If you need assistance in preBrookville’s income tax is administered by the City of Vandalia Tax Office. They can be
paring your local income tax
reached by calling (937) 415-2240 or toll free at (866) 898-5891 or in person at 333
return, Vandalia tax repreJames E. Bohanan Memorial Drive in Vandalia. Taxpayers are urged to file their resentatives will be at
turns electronically through the Online Filing Tool on the City of Vandalia’s website,
Brookville City Building on
which can be accessed through our website at www.brookvilleohio.com. Paper forms
Friday, March 26th from 8:00
will not be mailed out this year. They will be available at the Brookville City Office, 301
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and on SatSycamore Street, for those who do not have internet access.
urday, March 27th from 8:00
Annual Tax Returns are due by April 15, 2021 or for those that file on a fiscal year basis,
a.m. to noon. There is no
within 3½ months of the end of the fiscal year. The 2020 Income tax return is due on
charge for this service.
or before April 15, 2021.
Estimated taxes are due quarterly, 15 days after the end of each quarter. At least 90% of the current year tax or 100%
of the previous year tax must be paid no later than January 15 th following the taxable year for calendar year filers. In
the case of any underpayment of any portion of a tax liability, penalty and interest may be imposed on the amount of
the underpayment.

Cold Brings on Water Main Breaks
Unfortunately, water main breaks are a common occurrence this time of year as changes in the ground temperature cause the ground to shift. The resulting pressures on a cast-iron water main can cause the main to break.
When a water main break occurs, water in the immediate area must be temporarily shut off. The water main at
the location of the break is uncovered and a stainless-steel repair sleeve is installed around it. In most instances,
the repair sleeve is all that is needed to repair the break. There are times that a water main break is so severe
that a portion of the pipe must be replaced. Our Service Department attempts to make water main repairs as
quickly as possible to keep inconvenience to a minimum. Signs of a water main break are water bubbling up from
the street, or rusty colored water in your home. If you think there may be a break in your area, please call us at
937-833-2135 during regular office hours. After hours, contact the Dispatch Center at 937-833-HELP (4357).
Snow Reminders
Brookville Ordinance No. 2014-12 prohibits placing snow or debris on public streets. Blowing or throwing snow
into the roadway after the streets have been plowed creates hazardous conditions for drivers. This Ordinance
makes violators guilty of a minor misdemeanor, punishable by potential fines and court costs.
2021 City of Brookville Holiday Closings
Friday, January 1, 2021 (Refuse & Recycling on Saturday)
Monday, January 18, 2021 (Normal Refuse & Recycling Schedule)
Monday, February 15, 2021 (Normal Refuse & Recycling Schedule)
Friday, April 2, 2021 (Normal Refuse & Recycling Schedule)
Monday, May 31, 2021 (Refuse & Recycling will be delayed one day for all routes)
Monday, July 5, 2021 (Normal Refuse & Recycling Schedule)
Monday, September 6, 2021 (Refuse & Recycling delayed one day for all routes)
Thursday, November 25, 2021 (Refuse & Recycling delayed one day on Thursday &
Friday routes)
Thursday, December 23, 2021 (½ day) (Normal Refuse & Recycling Schedule)
Friday, December 24, 2021 (Normal Refuse & Recycling Schedule)
Thursday, December 30, 2021 (½ day) (Normal Refuse & Recycling Schedule)

The City of Brookville currently has openings on our
Civil Service Commission.
Members are appointed to five
year terms and meet on an as
needed basis.
The Commission hears appeals
of employees and has the
authority to adopt rules.
Letters of interest should be
submitted to Kimberly Duncan,
Clerk of Council in person at
301 Sycamore Street, mail to
PO Box 10, Brookville, Ohio
45309 or email to
kduncan@brookvilleohio.com.

Fire Department News
The Brookville Fire Department had a busy year in 2020. We handled 1,960
incidents during the year with almost 82% of those being emergency medical
calls. Like most area fire departments, we experienced a major decrease in calls
during the first several weeks of the lockdown. This trend then inverted and the
months to end 2020 were very active. As you would expect, COVID-19 care
protocols have made difficult an already challenging job. Patient care during a
pandemic has increased the workload on each call and added to the stresses of
the profession. But we have an extremely dedicated staff that works hard every day to meets the needs of our
community.
Our fire responses have been consistent with typical averages and estimated losses to fire for the year were low. With
an average annual dollar loss at $411,152 over the past decade, annual losses that totaled just under $120,000 was
positive. Due to COVID-19 protective measures, many fire safety inspections and public education programs were
postponed. We look forward to being able to move forward with programs again in mid-2021.

How to Dispose of Bulk Items
• Bulk items will be collected weekly with your service.
Please contact Rumpke at 1-800-828-8171 at least
24-hours prior to removal to ensure proper disposal
and no interruption to the bulk item retrieval.

• All mattresses and upholstered material including
sofas must be wrapped and sealed in plastic.
• Plastic sealable bags are available for purchase at the
Brookville municipal building or Rumpke Dayton for
$7 per bag.
• All appliances containing Freon require special
handling. Please contact Montgomery County Solid

Don’t Take Chances This Winter
Families continue to struggle through economic times. People
are looking for alternative ways to heat homes and sometimes
the choices can be dangerous. More than ever, neighbors are
encouraged to watch out for each other.
Ice can cause dangerous falls for elderly people, and shoveling
snow can cause health issues- two more reasons for neighbors to
look out for each other. Avoid prolonged exposure to freezing
temperatures. Act responsible to avoid becoming a victim of fire
or carbon monoxide poisoning, especially during winter months.
Adults and children can have lots of safe fun in the snow.
However, when removing snow, people are advised to take a few
simple precautions.

•

their website at:

Lift the snow with your legs and not your back. Bend your
knees and turn in the same direction that you are placing the
snow.

http://www.mcohio.org/departments/solid_waste/

•

Waste for proper handling at (937) 225-4999 or visit

Do not extend arms and try throwing the snow a distance; it
strains the spine.

•

Do not throw the snow over your shoulder or to the side.
This requires a twisting motion that will put stress on the back.

•

The average shovel holds approximately 15 pounds of snow,
people are advised to pace themselves when removing snow.
The Christmas in the Park drive-thru event was a
huge success enjoyed by young and old alike!
Thank you to all of the service groups and
businesses that put on a display.
The City would also like to thank the patrons who
generously donated $353.50!

•
•

Stay hydrated by taking breaks to drink water.

Follow instructions and guidelines that accompany snow
blowers. At the start of winter check the equipment to insure
that the motor and controls are in working order.

•

Do not stick your hand in snow blower chutes to unclog the
blower.
Remember to watch out for each other, take your time when
shoveling, and stay warm.

