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“ A Proud and Progressive Community.” 

City Staff 
 

John R. Wright, City Manager      
wright@brookvilleohio.com 
 

Sonja Keaton, Dir. of Finance 
keaton@brookvilleohio.com 
 

Ed Preston, Dir. of Police 
preston@brookvilleohio.com 
 

James Nickel, Dir. of Fire 
jamesnickel@woh.rr.com 

Mayor’s Prayer 
Breakfast 

 

The Mayor’s 7th Annual 
Prayer Breakfast will be held 
January 7th at K’s Restau-
rant. The  program, led by 
the Brookville Ministerial 
Association, with music by 
Lee Behnken, promises to 
be a great morning of food 
and fellowship. If you have 
not attended in the past, 
Mayor Seagraves encour-
ages you to come. Breakfast 
starts at 7:30 AM and costs 
$6.00 per person. Please 
RSVP to 833-2135 before 
December 21st if you plan 
to attend.  
 

What You Need to Know About the 2010 Census 
 

In 2010, the U.S. Census will define who we are as a nation.  Taken every 10 years, the census 
affects political representation and directs the allocation of billions of dollars in government 
funding.  The U.S. Constitution requires a national census once every 10 years.  The census is a 
count of everyone residing in the United States:  in all 50 states, Washington D.C., Puerto Rico, 
U.S. Virgin Islands, Guam, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, and American 
Samoa.  This includes people of all ages, races, ethnic groups, both citizens and non-citizens. 
 

Every year, more than $300 billion in federal funds is awarded to states and communities based 
on census data.  That is more than $3 trillion over a 10-year period.  Census data affects your 
voice in Congress by determining how many seats each state will have in the U.S. House of 
Representatives as well as the boundaries of legislative districts. 
 

In February-March 2010, census forms will be mailed or delivered to households.    When you 
receive yours, just answer the 10 short questions and then mail the form back in the postage-
paid envelope provided.  If you don’t mail the form back, you may receive a visit from a census 
taker between April and July 2010, who will ask you the questions from the form.  Any personal 
data you provide is protected under federal law. 
 

Every Census Bureau worker takes an oath for life to protect the confidentiality of census re-
sponses.  Violation would result in a jail term of up to five years and/or fines of up to $250,000.  
By law, the Census Bureau cannot share an individual’s answers with anyone, including welfare 
and immigration agencies. 
 

With the U.S. Census process beginning, the Better Business Bureau (BBB) advises people to be 
cooperative, but cautious, so as not to become a victim of fraud or identity theft.  The first 
phase of the 2010 U.S. Census is under way as workers have begun verifying addresses of 
households across the country.  Eventually, more than 140,000 U.S. Census workers will count 
every person in the United States and will gather information about every person living at each 
address including name, age, gender, race, and other relevant data.  The big question is – how 
do you tell the difference between a U.S. Census worker and a con artist?   The Better Business 
Bureau offers the following advice: 
 

● If a U.S. Census worker knocks on your door, they will have a badge, a handheld de-
vice, a Census Bureau canvas bag, and a confidentiality notice.  Ask to see their badge 
before answering questions.  Never invite anyone you don’t know into your home. 

• Census workers are currently only knocking on doors to verify address information.  
Do not give your Social Security number, credit card or banking information to any-
one, even if they claim they need it for the Census.  While the Census Bureau might 
ask for basic financial information, such as a salary range, it will not ask for Social Secu-
rity, bank account, or credit card numbers nor will employees solicit donations. 

• Eventually, Census workers may contact you by telephone, mail, or in person at home.  
However, they will not contact you by Email, so be on the lookout for Email scams 
impersonating the Census.  Never click on a link or open any attachments in an Email 
that are supposedly from the U.S. Census Bureau. 

 

For more information about the 2010 Census, please go to www.census.gov/2010census. 

Recycle your 
used motor 
oil and help 
us heat our 
garages this 

winter at the same time!  
Used motor oil can be 
dropped off at the city 
garage where we use it  
to heat our service and 
police garages. Please 
call 833-2135 to make 
arrangements to pick up 
large quantities of oil.   

http://www.census.gov/201census�
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   Neighborhood Watch 2010 
 

The Brookville Police Department will have a new officer assigned to the Neighborhood 
Watch Program in 2010.  Officer Steve Whiteaker, who has been a part time officer with our 
department for 2 years, will  be heading up the program.  
Whether or not your neighborhood has a specific watch area, Whiteaker urges you to get 
involved. “Our Neighborhood Watch Programs are one of the most effective means of fighting 
crime in our communities. This is because you and your neighbors are the ones who really 
know what is going on in your area and are most likely to be the first to see a crime and call 
for help.” says Whiteaker. To join or start a group in your area, call the police department 
between 8am and 4pm, Monday through Friday, at 833-2001.  

Brookville Police Wish all a  
Safe and Happy Holiday 

 

During this holiday season we all have a responsibility to 
help keep impaired drivers off the streets. According to 
the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, plan-
ning is the key to driving safely or hosting a safe party dur-
ing the holidays. Here are some ways to plan for safety if 
you are going out to celebrate: 
If you even think that you might have a drink, designate 
someone else to drive who you can trust to stay sober. 
Or, if you will be on your own, plan for a taxi ride home, 
or arrange to stay the night. 
If traveling in a group, choose the designated driver early, 
before heading out for the night. Make sure the driver un-
derstands his/her responsibility for staying sober and look-
ing out for all members of the group. 
Even if you are not driving, take it easy with the drinks. 
Alcohol is toxic and even deadly in large amounts. Make 
sure to eat plenty of food, and drink non-alcoholic bever-
ages as well. 
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Arrest Comparisons for last 4 years 
 

 
 
The numbers in the charts may surprise you and should be 
an indication as to why we need and want a good neighbor-
hood watch program in place. “In today’s times it takes all of 
us working together to combat crime.” states Police Chief 
Ed Preston.  

  2005 2006 2007 2008   2005 2006 2007 2008 

ADULTS 487 353 325 378 

JUVENILES 52 36 19 57 

TOTAL 539 389 344 435 
 

 

Why do we need neighborhood watch? 
Many people wonder in a small community like Brookville just what do our officers do all day? Our department has 11 Full 
Time Officers-1Chief, 2 Sergeants, 1 Detective and 7 Patrol Officers, as well as 5 Part Time Officers working to keep our 
community safe.  We try to have 2 road patrol units out at all times patrolling and responding to calls for service. Along 
with traffic control, school details, vacation house checks, residential patrol and business foot patrol, we responded to 
almost 8,000 calls for service last year. The chart below gives a breakdown of calls per month in 2008. 



Building or Remodeling? 
Think Permit 
Before you start any spring projects, don’t forget 
the permit. A zoning permit is required on any new 
structure (residential or commercial) erected within 
the corporation or any structure being enlarged 
from its original size. A zoning permit is also re-
quired if a current business moves to a new address, 
or for any home based business in a residential dis-
trict. Permits are typically required for the follow-
ing: 
New building Additions   Renovations
 Plumbing 
HVAC systems Signs   Fireplace 
 Pools 
Sheds  Decks 
Fences  Electrical  
Remember, if in doubt, contact our zoning office at 
833-2135. 

Page 3 Winter Issue 2009 

Local Income Tax Information 
 

Brookville has a local income tax 
of 1.75% applicable to all residents 
of the city, to non-residents work-
ing within the city and to all busi-
nesses located or performing ser-
vices within the City of Brookville.  
Every resident 18 years and older 
and businesses located or performing services within the 
city are required to file an annual return whether or not 
any income was earned or any tax is due. 
 

Brookville’s income tax is administered by the Vandalia Tax 
Office. They can by reached by calling (937) 415-2240 or 
toll free (866) 898-5891or in person at 333 James Bohanan 
Memorial Drive in Vandalia.  
 

Taxpayers are urged to file their returns electronically 
through the Online Filing Tool on the City of Vandalia’s 
website, which can be accessed through our website at 
www.brookvilleohio.com. Paper forms will not be mailed 
out this year. They will be available at our office for those 
who do not have internet access.  
 

Annual Tax Returns are due by April 15 or, for those that 
file on a fiscal year basis, within 3½ months of the end of 
the fiscal year. 
 

Estimated Taxes are due quarterly, one month after the end 
of each quarter. At least 90% of the current year tax 
or 100% of the previous year tax must be paid no 
later than one month after the end of the year to 
avoid the assessment of penalties and interest.  
 

If you would like assistance in preparing your local income 
tax return, the City of Vandalia will have representatives at 
the Brookville City Building on two separate days in April.  
Look for those dates and times in our next newsletter. 

The City of Brookville has responded to storm readiness 
by replacing one of our weather warning sirens. The siren, 
installed at Golden Gate Park, replaces the 50 year old 
fire siren that has been used there for years. The new, 
energy efficient, battery operated warning siren will give 
more coverage, as it rotates 360 degrees. A federal grant 
awarded to the fire department paid 50% of the siren 
costs. The city has two weather warning sirens– the other 
is located at the old Brookville school site. Remember, 
the sirens are tested at Noon on the first Monday 
of every month, weather permitting. Avoid standing 
outside near the sirens; they produce 130 decibels of 
sound output, enough to make you lose your balance! 

Fire Software Tracks Responses 
 

Thanks to modern computer software the Brookville Fire Department can track the medical emergency calls we handle 
better than ever before. Of the 1175 fire and ambulance responses from January 1st through November 9th of this year, 
60% were to homes or residences. This chart below shows a breakdown of the location of all calls year to date.  
 

Other facts you may find interesting: our 
medics transported 1137 patients with an 
average age of 61; 855 of those were within 
the city limits, 182 calls were outside the city 
limits in Clay Township, 81 were in Perry 
Township, and 19 were patients outside of 
Brookville’s fire response area. 
 

As for medical transports, 621 patients were 
to taken to Good Samaritan Hospital, 137 to 
Miami Valley Hospital, 45 to Children’s Medi-
cal, 44 to Grandview Hospital 12 to the VA 
Medical Center and 8 to the Dayton Heart 
Hospital.  
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Back To the Basics on Saving Energy 
 

With all the talk about wind turbines and solar panels to 
save energy along with saving money this winter, consider 
some simple yet inexpensive ways to save. Take the time 
to check for cracks around the edges of the windows and 
the framing of your home. One tube of caulk will easily do 
4 to 6 windows on an average home and stop those chill-
ing drafts.  
 

Insulation! Insulation! Check your attic for proper thick-
ness of insulation. An average home can hold up to an R-
40 and above rating of insulation. If you have separation 
between windows and the framing inside your home too 
large for caulk, simply stuff pieces of insulation in it. Re-
member heat rises, find ways to keep it longer in your 
home. 
 

Weather strip that leaky door. Weather stripping materi-
als are inexpensive and relatively easy to install. Don’t 
have the time or money? Simply roll up a bath towel and 
place it at the base of your exterior doors at night to 
block any cold air. 



Council Members 
 

Dave Seagraves, 
Mayor 

 

Michael Duncan 
Bruce Garber 
Darrell Reel 

Chuck Letner 
Margo Cantrell 

Ron Ullery 
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Montgomery 
County dog 
owners are 
r e m i n d e d 
that it’s time 
to renew dog 
l i c e n s e s . 
State law 
requires that every dog 
older than three 
months is licensed. For 
$20, dog owners can 
purchase the peace of 
mind that comes with 
24-hour identification. 
For information regard-
ing the purchase of dog 
licenses, call the Audi-
tor’s office at 937-225-
4314 or visit them on the 
web at www.mcohio.org/
dogs.  

Why is My Water Bill So Big? 
It’s easy to use up a lot of water. To help you budget 
your usage, here are some everyday activities and the 
appropriate amount of water each one uses: 
 

Laundry: 
20 to 45 gallon per load 
Shower: 
20 to 30 gal  per shower 
Tub bath: 
30 to 40 gal per bath 
Dishwasher: 
15 to 30 gal per load 
Toilet: 
3.5 to 7 gal per flush 
Drinking water: 
1 to 2 qt per day per person 
Garbage disposal: 
5 gal per minute of use 
Car washing: 
5 gal per minute of use  
Lawn watering: 
7 to 43 gal per 100 square feet 

Snow Reminders 
 

Residents are reminded to use 
off street parking during 
snowfalls of 2” or more so 
that city crews can clear the 
streets. 

Christmas Tree Disposal 
 

Tree disposal will be offered 
again this year free of charge. 
Please put trees out with your 
regular refuse. Trees, minus 
bags, stands and ornaments, 
will be picked up and disposed 
of on a weekly basis. 

2010 City of Brookville Holiday Closings & Refuse Pickup 
 

Holiday City Closing    Refuse Run On 
New Year’s Day - Friday, January 1, 2010  Thursday, December 31, 2009  
Martin Luther King Day - Monday, January 18, 2010  Tuesday, January 19, 2010 (Recycling Also) 
President’s Day - Monday, February 15, 2010   Tuesday, February 16, 2010 (Recycling Also) 
Good Friday - Friday, April 2, 2010    Thursday, April 1, 2010 
Memorial Day - Monday, May 31, 2010   Tuesday, June 1, 2010 (Recycling Also) 
Independence Day – Monday, July 5, 2010   Tuesday, July 6, 2010 (Recycling Also) 
Labor Day - Monday, September 6, 2010   Tuesday, September 7, 2010 (Recycling Also) 
Thanksgiving - Thursday, November 25, 2010   Friday, November 26. 2010 
Christmas Eve - Thursday, December 23, 2010 (½ day)  Thursday, December 23, 2010 
Christmas Day - Friday, December 24, 2010   Thursday, December 23, 2010  
New Year’s Eve - Thursday, December 30, 2010 (½ day)  Thursday, December 30, 2010 
New Year’s Day – Friday, December 31, 2010  Thursday, December 30, 2010  
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