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EASTER FUN FOR  
ALL AGES 

 

The Optimists, along 
with VFW Post 3288 
and the Brookville Park 
Board, are holding the 
sixth annual “Adult Egg 
Scramble”, a night egg 
hunt for ages 21 and 
over  wi th  many 
‘egg’citing prizes. The 
hunt will be held at 
Golden Gate Park be-
ginning at 8:00 p.m. So 
mark your calendars for 
March 13th  and pick 
up a registration form 
at the Brookville Dairy 
Queen. Pre-registration 
is required. Only 300 
tickets will be sold.  
The Annual Optimist 
Easter Egg Hunt for 
children ages  1-12 will 
be held on April 3rd at 
9 a.m. sharp at Golden 
Gate Park.  
 

Do You Need a Landline Phone for Emergencies? 
 

For many Americans, the ability to call 9-1-1 for help in an emergency is one of the main reasons they 
own a wireless phone. Other wireless 9-1-1 calls come from “Good Samaritans” reporting traffic acci-
dents, crimes or other emergencies. Prompt delivery of these and other wireless 9-1-1 calls to public 
safety organizations benefits the public by promoting safety of life and property.  
 

While wireless phones can be an important public safety tool, 
they also create unique challenges for public safety and emer-
gency response personnel. Because wireless phones are mo-
bile, they are not associated with one fixed location or address. A caller using a wireless phone could 
be calling from anywhere. While the location of the cell site closest to the caller may provide a very 
general indication of the caller’s location, that information may not be specific enough for rescue per-
sonnel to deliver assistance to the caller quickly. 
 

When you call 9-1-1 from a landline phone all of your information is displayed on a computer screen 
for the dispatcher to see– your name, street address, city and your local Police and Fire Departments. 
When you call 9-1-1 from a wireless phone the dispatcher gets your cell number and the latitude and 
longitude of the location of your wireless phone at the time of the call. This latitude and longitude are 
then transferred to a mapping system that will display a map highlighting the location, which is approxi-
mately within a 300 yard proximity of your phone. Responding emergency personnel are then dis-
patched to this spot where they then begin trying to locate you. 
 

If you are considering the option of getting rid of your landline phone and going to wireless phones for 
your communications, bear in mind that this could slow an emergency response to your home if you 
call 9-1-1.  

Brookville Community 
Park Clean-up Day is 
set for March 20, 2010. 
See page 3 for details! 

Door to Door Soliciting 
 

Recently, a local citizen asked what could be done to keep solicitors from coming to his home. Stopping 
door to door solicitors isn’t an easy task- many communities have tried to stop or control this only to be 
sued in court and lose. The Supreme Court has ruled that "going door-to-door to communicate a mes-
sage" is a First Amendment Right and ordinances that "try to license speech are inherently suspect under 
our Constitution." In short, solicitors are protected under “Freedom of Speech”- protections afforded all 
of us by the Constitution. 
 

The City does in fact have an ordinance (741.01) that addresses door to door solicitors but it only re-
stricts the hours that they can operate to 9 a.m. until 7 p.m. each day of the week. We do ask (but not 
require) that solicitors stop by the Police Department and register with us. We are reviewing this issue as a 
neighboring community has a case on this subject currently in the courts. It is expected that the case will be 
appealed to the next highest court. We are awaiting the final outcome to see what the courts decision will 
be so we will know how to move forward with this issue in our City. 
 

At this time, if you are bothered by solicitors, you can post “No Solicitation” warning signs on your prop-
erty. Use “No Trespassing” or “No Solicitation” signs and if solicitors violate your notices, point out the 
signs and tell them to leave your property. If they fail to leave as instructed call the Police Department. 
Signs should be posted in a prominent place where they are easily seen.           

Wireless phones create challenges for 
dispatchers and first responders. 
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Recent Brookville statistics (left) illustrate that the months 
of March and October were the busiest months for traffic 
accidents in the City. Most accidents are caused by dis-
tracted driving and speed, so 
the message is simple- “slow 
down and pay attention” to 
the road while driving. Cell 
phones and similar electronic 
devices are great technology 
to have and use, however, not 
while operating your vehicle. If 
you must make or answer a call 
we recommend that you pull over and stop your vehicle. 

Fire Levy on Ballot for Clay Township Residents 
 
Brookville residents who also live within Clay Township will have the opportunity to vote on a property tax for Fire and 
EMS services on the May 4, 2010 election ballot. 
 

When voters go to the polls on May 4 they will see a 2.5 mill replacement levy for a 5-year period that will replace a 2.5 
mill levy that expires this year.  Money that is generated from this levy is split among Brookville, Phillipsburg and Verona 
fire departments which serve Clay Township. The money that the City of Brookville receives goes toward the Fire De-
partment operating expenses and capital equipment purchases. 
 

The 2.5 mill levy, set to expire later this year, currently costs the owner of a $100,000 home $69.36 per year. If this 2.5 
mill replacement levy passes, it will cost the owner of a $100,000 home $76.57 per year, which is an increase of $7.21. 

Tips to a Greener Life This Year 
 
1. Run the dishwasher and clothes washer only when 

fully loaded. Choose Energy Star and Water Sense 
Appliances that save water, energy, and money. 

2. Install high efficiency high performance showerheads.  
3. Dispose of chemicals properly. Never pour chemicals, 

pharmaceuticals, oil or paint down the drain or toilets. 
Use your county’s household hazardous waste disposal 
program to keep chemicals out of rivers and oceans.  

4. Common household products make great cleansers. 
Try vinegar, baking soda, and lemon juice– they’re 
better for water treatment systems and your health.  

5. Think twice about buying disposable products. Land-
fills are filling up. If you must 
use disposables, opt for paper 
products that break down 
more quickly.  

6. Set aside a few dollars each 
week and donate to your 
favorite environmental group.  

7. Use cloth bags, instead of plastic, at the grocery store. 
If you use plastic bags, reuse them on your next trip. 

8. Plant a tree. 
9. Use a water filter and buy fewer bottles of water. 
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Traffic Crash Statistics 2009 

If You Are A Victim Of Identity Theft 
 
Identity theft is a crime that shows no signs of slowing 
down. Criminals obtain your personal information and use 
it to open new charge accounts, take out loans in your 
name and open up phone and utility accounts. Not only do 
they damage your credit, but warrants can be issued for 
the criminal and because they used your personal identifi-
ers your information can be included on the arrest war-
rants or computer entries that Law Enforcement use. In 
the event you are stopped by a Police Officer for a traffic 
violation this warrant information can cause you to be tem-
porary detained until it can be straightened out.  
 

You should annually check your credit reports to look for 
any accounts that you did not open. In the event you are a 
victim of identity theft you should contact the fraud de-
partments of the three main credit bureau’s and put a fraud 
alert on your accounts. You should also add a victims 
statement asking that you be contacted at a provided 
phone number or address to verify any new applications.     
You can contact the three credit bureau’s at the following 
numbers:  
 

1. EQUIFAX   (CSC)  1-800-525-6285 
2. Experian  (TRW)  1-888-397-3742 
3. Trans Union  1-800-680-7289 

Cell phone user rear ended 
car in front.  



Building or Remodeling? 
Think Permit 
Before you start any spring projects, don’t forget 
the permit. A zoning permit is required on any new 
structure (residential or commercial) erected within 
the corporation or any structure being enlarged 
from its original size. A zoning permit is also re-
quired if a current business moves to a new address, 
or for any home based business in a residential dis-
trict. Permits are typically required for the follow-
ing: 
New building Additions   Renovations
 Plumbing 
HVAC systems Signs   Fireplace 
 Pools 
Sheds  Decks 
Fences  Electrical  
Remember, if in doubt, contact our zoning office at 
833-2135. 
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City Offers Free Local Tax Assistance 
 

The City of Vandalia Income Tax Office will have represen-
tatives at the Brookville City Build-
ing on Friday, March 26, from 8:00 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and on Saturday, 
March 27 from 8:00 a.m. until 
noon to assist residents with the 
preparation of their local income 
tax return at no charge. 
 

All residents of Brookville that are 18 or over, whether or 
not any income was earned or any tax is due, are required 
to file.  Those living in the city for any part of the year are 
also required to file a return.  Others required to file are 
resident business entities including trusts, corporations, S-
Corporations, partnerships and other unincorporated busi-
nesses and anyone receiving a notification letter or post-
card, as those accounts remain in an active status until a 
“final” return is filed. 
 

Brookville tax returns are due on or before April 15, 2010.  
Extensions are not granted on an automatic basis.  Exten-
sion requests must be filed with the City of Vandalia In-
come Tax Office by the due date of the return.  An exten-
sion does not extend the time to pay the tax.  Extensions 
shall be conditioned upon receipt of payment of the tax 
estimated to be due and the account not being held in a 
delinquent status.   
 

Taxpayers are urged to file their returns electronically 
through the Online Tax Filing Tool on the City of Vanda-
lia’s website, which can be accessed through our website, 
www.brookvilleohio.com.  City taxes may be paid in cash, 
personal check, money order, credit card, or electronic 
check.  Cash, personal check or money order payments 
may be paid in person at the Vandalia Income Tax Office, 
or mailed to the tax office.  Please refer to the City of Van-
dalia’s website to access the online payment center for 
credit card or electronic payments.  If you do not have 
access to the internet, or have questions about Brookville 
income taxes, please contact the Vandalia Income Tax Of-
fice at (937) 415-2240, or toll free (866) 898-5891.   

Homestead Program 
 

Homeowners who turn 65 at any time in 2010 are now 
eligible for the Homestead program and are encouraged to 
sign up with the Montgomery County Auditor.  Enrollment 
is now open until June 7 and applications are available at 
the City of Brookville Office, 301 Sycamore Street. 
 

The Homestead exemption program brings property tax 
relief to homeowners age 65 and older and the perma-
nently disabled.  There are no longer any income require-
ments, but newly eligible recipients (those turning 65 any 
time in 2010) must sign up.  Homeowners already enrolled 
in Homestead do not need to reapply.  According to Mont-
gomery County Auditor Karl Keith, last year the average 
homestead recipient in Montgomery County saved over 
$500 on their property tax bill. 
 

Qualified applicants who missed last year’s deadline may 
also sign up before June 7th and still get a reduction on last 
year’s taxes, as well as this year’s.   

2010 Utility Discount Guidelines  
for Seniors/Disabled 

 

The City of Brookville allows a 10% discount on the quarterly wa-
ter, sewer and refuse billing for senior citizens or permanently and 
totally disabled citizens who apply and qualify for the discount.   
 

Applicants shall meet all of the following guidelines: 
 

(1) Be 65 years old or older, or permanently and to-
tally disabled at the time of application; and 
 

(2) Have a total household income that does not ex-
ceed $28,000; and 
 

(3) Own or rent your residence in the City of Brook-
ville at the time of application for the discount and reside 
in that residence. 
 

Applications can be picked up at the City Office, or 
downloaded online at www.brookvillehio.com  An applica-
tion for this discount shall be completed annually and the 
applicant must provide evidence of income, such as a tax 
return, or Social Security 1099, or other evidence of in-
come deemed appropriate by the Finance Director to es-
tablish that the applicant qualifies for this discount.  Upon 
approval of the application, the discount shall apply to the 
next quarterly utility billing.  The 10% discount shall con-
tinue for a period of one (1) year from the date of applica-
tion, and then the applicant must reapply to continue to 
receive the discount if eligible. 

Daylight Savings Time begins March 
14th. Don’t forget to set your clock for-
ward an hour before you go to bed Sat-
urday night.  The fire department also 
reminds you to change the batteries in 

your smoke detectors.  Smoke detectors save lives! 

Brookville Community Park Clean-Up Day! 
 

The Brookville Park Board has set Saturday, March 20th as 
the Annual Community Park Clean-up Day. Cleanup will 
begin at 10:00  a.m. Trash bags and equipment will be pro-
vided at Golden Gate Park, Ward Park, and the West-
brook Soccer Complex. Park Board and the City of Brook-
ville will serve hot dogs, chips and soft drinks at noon in 
Shelter #3 at Golden Gate Park following cleanup. In case 
of inclement weather, Clean-Up Day will be held on March 
27th from 10:00 a.m. to noon.  
Join us at 10:00 a.m. for a little work,  a little food, and a 
lot of fun! Help keep your parks a clean and safe place to 
enjoy and play. 

http://www.brookvilleohio.com/�
http://www.brookvillehio.com/�
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The City offices will be closed on Good Friday, April 2nd and again 
on Memorial Day, May 31st. If these are your refuse collection 
days, please set your trash out on Thursday, April 1st and on 
Tuesday, June 1st.   

Winter Can Be Rough  
On Your Home 

 

Freezing rain, snow, wind, and just plain cold can 
cause a lot of damage to your home. With the 
warmth of spring just around the corner, consider 
the following check list: 
 

√ Inspect and replace rotted siding and trim; 
paint as needed. Unprotected wood can result 
in dry rot and termite infestation.  

√ Clean gutters and downspouts. Multiple 
freezes and thaws can result in sags and dips.  

√ Inspect your roof. Check for damaged shin-
gles, which can make your roof susceptible to 
leaks.  

√ Take a look at your dryer vent. Lint build up 
can hamper air flow causing your dryer to work 
harder.  

√ Don’t overlook your attic. Check for proper 
ventilation, obstructions and leaks.  

√ How is your air conditioner? Clean and ser-
vice the outside unit. Clean coils operate more 
efficiently.  

√ Give concrete some TLC. Chalk cracks, seal 
drive.  

√ Weatherproof your windows and doors. 
Check all caulk lines and weather stripping.  

√ Don’t forget the sump pump. A working 
pump insures against water damages caused from 
a wet spring.  

 

Our home and property is one investment we do 
have a little control over.  

Ohio’s official  
tornado season 
begins this month.  
Spring Severe 
Weather Awareness 
Week is March 21-27 
and the statewide tornado drill is March 
24th at 9:50 a.m.  Brookville has two  
weather warning sirens to warn citizens 
that a tornado has been sighted. 
Please review your family’s safety plan for 
hazardous weather, including the identifi-
cation of safe spots within the home.  
Also, check radios and flashlights for fresh 
batteries and keep them in a convenient 
location.  For more on tornado safety, 
visit the Ohio Committee for Severe 
Weather Awareness website at  
http://www.weathersafety.ohio.gov/. 

Summer softball league 
begins April 18th under 
the direction of Ball 
Diamond Manager Ron 
Chandler. League fees 
are $360 and must be 
paid in full by the first 
game. To sign up or for 
more information, 
please contact Ron at 
833-0247. 

BFD Members Recognized 
For members of the Brookville Fire De-
partment it was a winter of awards and 
accomplishments. 
Travis Dafler, a firefighter/paramedic, 
was named Brookville’s “Firefighter of 
the Year”. Tanya Batz was chosen as 
Brookville’s “EMS Person of the Year.” 
Tyler Ullery, Dan Wolfe and Chad Fer-
guson, members of both the Brookville 
and Riverside Fire Departments, were 
honored by Riverside for their out-
standing performance.  

Just a reminder for rec-
reational vehicle own-
ers- the city has a 72-
hour load and unload 
ordinance. This means 
RV’s  cannot be parked  
in the front set back of 
your property for more 
than 72 hours in any 7 
day period and must be 
parked on a hard, dust 
free surface. Recrea-
tional vehicles as 
well as regular vehi-
cles cannot be 
parked on your 
lawn.  
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